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SATURDAY, DECEMBER 22, 1877.] | CONFIDENTIAL. 


SELECTIONS 


FROM THE 


VERNACULAR NEWSPAPERS 


PUBLISHED IN THE PANJAB, 


NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES, 
OUDH, AND CENTRAL PROVINCES, 


‘Received up to 15th December, 1877. 


(POLITICAL.) 


\ GENERAL. 


ne 
l The Safir-i-Hindustdn of the 8th December says that 
The of in spite of all the efforts of the 
a, Government to improve the condition 
of India, no material improvement has yet been effected. 
The dearth of grain caused a general panic throughout the 
country, and then the ravages of reduction of public expen- 
diture spread far and wide. Even the education department, 
on which the moral and material progress of India chiefly 
| depends, could not escape the shears. Accordingly the 
Delhi college and the Bareilly college have been abolished. 
What the real cause of the abolition of the literary institu- 
tions is we do not know—whether that the educational charges 
pressed heavily upon the Government, or that the Govern- 
ment has some secret object in view. The abolition of 
literary institutions is injurious to the interests of the natives. 
It is to be regretted that no other European officer has the 


misfortunes 


Circulation, 
220 copies. 
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Circulation 
105 copies. 
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welfare of natives so much at heart as Lord Lytton. The 
constant enactment and amendment of laws ana regulations 
is also no small calamity for India. The, native element: in 
the Legislative Council of India is merely nominal. Can 
European foreigners, however experienced they may be, 
with the aid of one or two native members, properly legislate . 
for a large country like India, which is inhabited by men 
professing different creeds and following different manners and 
customs? Great Britain, the population of which is only 
21,487,700 men, is represented by one thousand and eighty 
members of Parliament, while {ndia containing a population 
of two hundred and forty millions has only one or two native 
members in the Supreme Legislative Council. Is this an 
act of justice? As soon as an Act is passed, it is found 
necessary to introduce amendments, alterations, and changes 
in it. It is difficult as well as useless to collect together all 
the laws and regulations which may be in force in any pre- 
sidency, because they are subject to constant changes and 
alterations. Moreover, the laws and regulations cannot be 
easily understood by the general public. ” 


The Ashraf-ul-Akhbdér. of the 11th December says that 


The disarming of the by disarming the natives the Govern- 
natives of India. ment has made them effeminate. If 
they had never had arms, they would not have much missed 


them. No former king ever resorted to such a cunning. 


measure. Formerly a woman was never known to rule over 
a kingdom, A king should never dread his subjects. But 
it is a different thing if our Government is more timid than 
any other sovereign. However, if the natives cannot be 
entrusted with arms, neither should the Europeans, for the 
woman, the horse, and the sword are proverbially unfaithful. 
If the Government considers the native timid and untrust- 
worthy, it should entrust him for once with arms and then 
see whether he can make a right use of them or-not. Russia 
is at present a bugbear to the whole world. She weighs as 


‘ 


( 859 ) 


an incubus even on the breasts of our administrators. In 
_ these circumstances we feel inclined to aid the Government. 
But we have no arms and are therefore quite helpless. All 
we can do is to sit in our houses like women and curse -the 
Russians for their evil intention of invading India. 
GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 
‘The Mashtr-i-Qaisar of the 9th December, in an article 


headed ‘‘ Itis proper to make a distinc- 
mat heed roomy = tion between the dark native and the 
— of fair European,” regrets to state that 

Babu Bala Prasad, the city superin- 
tendent of Nagpur, who is an able man and was entitled to 
be promoted to the office of district superintendent, has been 
lately degraded from his office. The cause of his degradation 
is commonly believed to be that he is a native. Indeed, a 


very good distinction is made between the dark and the fair 
complexion. 


The Shola-i-Tér of the 11th December dwells upon the 


expediency of usin reat . discretion 
The exaction of the re- | P : y ree 8 ‘8 
venue instalments for and judgment in collecting the revenue 
Nov and De Der, .2. ; 4. 
ow cc" “instalments for the kharif. The 


Government should realize the kharif instalments without 


resorting to unjust severity, making suspensions and remissions 


where found necessary. The exercise of « little indulgence 
and leniency in the matter will save the Government from 
popular odium and the agricultural classes from ruin. 


The same paper contends that the Government should 


make some arrangements for the 
The performance of 


funergleteameniceofthose cremation or burial of those Hindus 
) | and Musalmans who have no relatives 
or friends to perform the funeral cere- 
monies when they die. ‘When a Hindu or Musalinan dies, 
and he has no relative or friend to perform his funeral cere- 
monies, he is thrown into the nearest river by sweepers by 


men who die without leav-. 
ing any relatives or friends. 


Circulation 
300 copies. 


Circulation 
310 copies. 
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order of the police. And if he leaves behind him any property, 
| it is sent to the Government treasury. It is to be regretted 
that our civilized and enlightened Government tolerates such 
a bad practice. The Government should open a Burial fund. 
| The property of those men who die without leaving any heir 
| - should be credited to that fund. When a Hindu or Muham- 
a madan pauper dies, he should be granted a cheap funeral out 
of that fund instead of his body being thrown into the river, 
iF At Cawnpore there is a Muhammadan Committee called the 
Anjuman-i- Tahzib which buries the dead bodies of Musalman 
4 paupers at its own expense, while their property if any is seized 
by the police and sent to the Government treasury. 


| Circulation The Khair Khwah-i- Panjab of the 8th December calls upon 
| a, The improper use of the Panjab Government to exercise 
| | a great discretion in the disposal of dis- 
trict funds. There is no uniformity in the districts of Pan- 
jab as regards the pay and the personnel of the establishments 
| of the municipal and district fund departments. The Govern- 
a ment should classify all districts into grades, and prescribe a 
| | fixed scale of establishment for each grade of district. The jour- 
4 nal of the Anjuman-i-Qasér also complains that the district 
? funds are at present laid out in a very objectionable way. The 
money is realised from the zamindars, butit is usually spent or 
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rather squandered on works which are not in the least calcu- 
lated to benefit them. Is it right to spend the greater por- 
tion of this money in the pay of native agents? 


Circulation A correspondent of the Agra Akhbdér of the 7th Decem- 


327 copies. Candidates for the ber bitterly complains of the way in 
office of tahsildar. which the tahsildarships are at pre- 


sent filled up in the North-Western Provinces. The collec- 
tors usually appoint their favourites or their clerks to the 
office in utter disregard of the claims of those candidates 
who have long passed the tahsildars’ examination. This 
system is evidently very unjust to the latter. Primd facie 
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they underwent the labour and expense of passing the exam- 
ination under the hope that they would be appointed to the 
office when vacancies occurred. The Government should 
prepare a register of those candidates who have passed the 
examination, and ask the commissioners and collectors to 
fill the vacancies created among the tahsildars from among 
these candidates according to their seniority. .The Govern- 
ment has lately ruled that no man will be permitted to 
appear at the examination of tahsildars.unless he has been 
previously nominated for the office of tahsildar by the collec- 
tor, whereas formerly no such restriction existed. In one 


way the change is good as far as it goes. It will save many 


a poor man the unnecessary labour and expense of passing 
the examination, inasmuch as only those men who have 


been nominated by the collector will be allowed to compete 
for the examination. | 


The Anjuman-t-Hind, Lucknow, of the 8th December, 


The preferential claims complains of the grievances of the 
ublic po agg gg natives of Oudh in the matter of pub- 


vince. lic service. The inhabitants of Oudh 
are no longer lazy as they formerly were. Since the pro- 
vince has come under the British administration they have 
made considerable progress in education, and given up their 
old lazy habits ; therefore in recruiting the public service in 


Oudh the educated youths of that province should be prefer- 
red to those of any other province. 


EDUCATION. 


A correspondent of the Rahbar-i-Hind of the 8th Decem- 


ber complains that the handwriting of 
The students of schools : 


in the Panjab generally the students of the Lower and Middle 


schools in the Panjab is generally bad. 
The Government should make some arrangements for improy- 
ing the hand-writing of the students. 


write a bad hand. 


Circulation 
130 copies. 


Circulation 
450 copies. 
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The Urdu Akhbar (published in Marathi at Akola) of 
The Berfr education the 8th December, in reviewing the Berar 
report for 1876-77, = Hiducation Report:for ‘1876-77, says that 
six female schools were closed during the last year. Even if 
the schools did not show any signs of improvement for the 
last'few years, they should have been kept up. They would | 
certainly improve in course of time. The abolition of these 
schools will be a death-blow to the: cause of female education 
in Berar. The average monthly cost per pupil in each des- 
cription of school intBerér'compares favourably with that in 
the Central Provinces. Referring to the above fact, the Resi- 


‘dent remarks that economy has not been overlooked in Berér. 


The pay of the Director and the Inspector of Schools has been 
reduced, ‘the deputation allowance of Deputy Inspectors cur- 
tailed, and six female schools abolished : hence it appears 
that the Education Department of Berar has not only not 
overlooked economy, but has very loyally enforced it. In 
the report the Director justly complains that the men, who 
hold public service certificates, do not obtain much encour- 
agement at the hands of Government officers. Some satis- 
factory arrangements should also be made for providing 
employment under Government to those men who have passed 
the matriculation examination. 


The Akmal-ul-Akhbdr of the 9th December publishes 


The re-establishment the proceedings of an influential meeting 


of a college at Delhi. held at Delhi on the 9th December by 


the leaders of the native community of the city to consider 
the question of the re-establishment of the Delhi college. 


The meeting was largely attended. It was held under the 


auspices of prince Mirza Suraiyajéh Bahadur of the imperial 
family of Delhi. It is his object to collect subscriptions which 
may suffice for the establishment and maintenance of a col- 
lege at. Delhi, About eighteen thousand rupees were sub- 
scribed on the spot. 


\ 
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LOCAL, AND MISCELLANEUUS; 
The Urdu. Akhbdr (published in Marahti at Akola) of the 


9th December re-publishes an article 
from the Kasht Vildsni, a newspaper 
-published:at Pana. The writer of the article compares the 
English Government in India to a cunning traveller who, 
passing by the door of a hospitable and kind-hearted gentle- 
man, asks his permission to rest at his door for a short time, 
and gradually contrives to oust him and usurp his house and 
property. But there will be no’ great. difficulty in driving 
out the usurper if all men jointly make a bold effort to do so. 
But it is to be regretted that the well-to-do classes of natives 
have become very luxurious and voluptuous, and are quite 
indifferent to the national interests. The natives should gird 
up their loins and devise measures for improving the prospe- 
rity of the country. The Urdu Akhbdr warns the editor of 
the Kasht Vildsni of the danger of using strong language. 


The Mu/ftd-i-Am of the 10th December advertizes a large 

The sale of a Muham- Stone building, the late Customs office, 
madan mosque at Agra. = sitnated at Bluntganj in Agra, for sale. 
The advertisement has been published at the request of the 
collector of Agra. The editor, after publishing the above 
advertisement, says that the building in question is a Muham- 
madan mosque called the Mubarik Manzil. It was erected 
by the emperor Aurangzeb in the year 1085 Hijri. This 
fact is borne out by several histories. The editor then quotes 
the Miftah-wl-tawdrtkh in which a reference is made to the build- 
ing in question and the Kitabah or inscription is published. 
The Government has been lately pleased to make over several 
masjids. at Delhi, which were confiscated in the mutiny, to the 
Musalmans, Accordingly the Government should avoid: the 
reproach of selling the Mubarik Manzil and make it over to 
the Musalmans. One Shaikh Alim-ud-din of: Agra has in his 
possession a firman of the emperor Aurangzeb conveying the 
grant of. the masjid to his, ancestor Shaikh Ismail. The 


The Kasht Vilasni. 


Circulation 
130 copies. 


Circulation 
100 copies. 


Circulation 
$43 copies. 
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Government should examine the firman, which is sufficient 
to identify. the masjid before selling it. The editor also 
publishes a copy of the firman. 


The Aligarh Institute Gazette has published a long and 


__, able article in English on the present 
The present economical . Wig 
condition of the Musal- economical condition of the Musalmans: 


mans of India. of India. The article does not appear 


to be an editorial but a communication. The writer points 


out the causes which have led to the general poverty of the 
Musalmén community, and suggests the means of improving 
its economical condition. The writer ascribes the poverty 


of the Musalmans to their habits of luxury, extravagance, 


idleness, and unperseverance, the prohibition by their religion 
of taking interest on money lent, and their laws of inheritance. 
Kach of these causes is discussed at length in the essay. The 
writer inculcates upon his co-religionists’ habits of frugality 
and perseverance. They should learn to appreciate wealth for 
the sake of knowledge. As to the religious prohibition 
against interest the writer says that this prohibition has closed 
one large source of wealth to the Musalmans, and attempts to 
point out how banking facilitates and improves trade and 
commerce. He exhorts his co-religionists to distinguish laws 
and social customs and institutions from religion in its strict 


sense. He says “money will be borrowed and interest will 
be charged. Such is the constitution of human nature and 
human society. The prohibitions therefore which exist in the 
Koran must be explained away as meaning something entirely 


different or as applicable only to a particular society in a 
particular state of development and civilization. 


These prohibitions against interest, in conjunction with 
other matters connected with law, must be separated from 
those parts of the Koran which strictly refer to religion. The 
obligation to believe in what concerns pure religion—the 
unity of God, the immortality of the soul, the inspiration of 
the prophet of Arabia, and the various precepts of morality,— 


( 865 =») 


the obligation to believe in these must be separated from:the 
obligation to believe in what relates to’ social and political 
sconnmny, to laws; and institutions.” 


As regent the Muhammadan laws of inheritance, the 
writer says that they are a very active cause of the poverty 
of Musalmans. A large estate under the présent laws is so 
divided and subdivided that in two or three generations each 
share | comes to represent the barest subsistence. The writer 
is of opinion that the intervention of the Legislature in the 
matter of bequests would be very beneficial to the material 
interests of the Musalmans. The following is an extract from 
the remarks which the writer makes on the subject: — 


“ The Legislature should now step forward and allow the 
same latitude to the Musalman in the matter of bequests as it 
does in that of interest. Though the courts of law without 
exception decree interest toa Musalman suitor, they will not 
at present, as things stand, hold valid the bequest—to take 
effect after his death—of a Muhammadan gentleman of his 


entire estate to a single heir or toa few heirs. There is ample > 


evidence, however, to show that the preservation of family 
property in its integrity by some means or other has: become 


a favourite object of solicitude with Musalman gentlemen of © 


property. Some legal excuse or some religious pretext is 
generally laid hold of to prevent the division of the property. 
and to secure its possession or management to a single heir. 


‘¢T know many such instances of my own personal know- 
ledge. Sometimes the pretext is adeed falsifying facts, in 
other cases it is a deed falsifying intentions. In some cases 
it is a deed acknowledging an indebtedness which is not a fact, 
at other times itis a deed making over the entire property to 
the service of God, and thus drawing a veil over the uncon- 
trolled possession of the entire property by the manager or 
trustee. 


* 
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“These are means liable to frustration, but they clearly 
prove that our landed proprietors are now quite alive to the 
dangers of a too minute subdivision of their estates. A 
single section added to the Indian Succession Act (X of 18695) 
allowing Musalmans, if they like, to bequeath their properties — 
in the way they chose, would obviate the necessity of having 
recourse to excuses liable to frustration, and would, by enabling 
us to preserve properties from being broken up into mere 


fragments, be the greatest boon conferred upon us by the 
Lecislature. 


“The provision is indeed sure to call forth the opposition 
of those intolerant and priest-riddén people who look more to 
the appliances than to the responsibilities, and to the doctrines 
than to the practical workings of religion; who are content 
to see untruthfulness characterize the conduct of men so that 
the forms of religion be preserved ; who are willing that the 
duties of religion should be violated, and that property 
intended for the service of God should be devoted to the 
benefit’ of trustees, in order that the dogmatical teachings of 
the church may be preserved intact. 


‘¢ But the landed gentry, the class most interested, will hail 
the permission to bequeath their property in the way they 
like as their greatest charter. Nor is there anything in such 
a measure at all likely to interfere with the Musalman reli-. 
gion, there being nothing in it of a compulsory nature. The 


-Legislature does not ask any Muhammadan lender to take 


interest from his borrowers, nevertheless it accedes to his 
wishes when he claims the interest. We do not ask the 
Legislature to compell us to bequeath our property in any 
particular way, nor is it likely that it will ever do so; but if 
the measure I propose be passed, the Legislature will only 
have given a sanction to our testamentary wishes, and have 
put our bequests in the way, of being carried out in accord- 
ance with our desires.” 
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